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for sale, and if they found her fit for the Company's service to set a valuation
upon her jointly with Captains Holland and Gould and take charge of her
without delay. She was accordingly surveyed and valued, as per report entered
after our consultation of the 28th April, and the owners paid out of our cash
the sum of Arcot rupees 8,000.
12.    On the 26th April we received a letter from Captain John Samson
informing   us   of   the   arrival   of  the   Hardwicke   and   of   the   capture   of
Masulapatam ~ by Colonel Forde, the 7th of that month, and acquainting
us that he was obliged to quit his station by two French ships  coming
into   the   road   of   Masulapatam   which   forced   him   to   cut   two   cables,
whereby haying before spared one to Captain Wedderburn of the Thames he
was reduced to one, that though he endeavoured to work to windward of the
French ships the current hoisted him to leeward and being short of water
and provisions he was obliged to bear away for this place.
13.    As we were ourselves no proper judges whether the reasons Captain
Samson had assigned for his leaving his station were sufficient - and whether
he could not have reached Madrass, by which means he would have had it in
his power to have returned to Masulapatam after .the departure of the French
cruizers, we requested Captains Barton, Wedderburn, Holland, Gould, Tuckey
and Mr. Conner to give us their sentiments whether Captain Samson's reasons
were sufficient for his quitting his  station and whether they esteemed it
practicable to return the Hardwick to Masulapatam at that season of the year.
Those gendemen, having retired, sent in their opinion in writing that Captain
Samson acted prudently in leaving his station but that he might have attempted
getting to Madrass or to windward of the port he left which they think would
have been attended with less risque than bearing away for Ballasore Road
with only one anchor on board.   They were likewise unanimously agreed that
if the Hardwick could be got out of pilot's water she might proceed to Masula-
patam, but it being judged impossible by the Master Attendant to return the
Hardwick to Masulapatam soon enough to be of any service to Colonel Forde
we laid aside our intentions of sending her back.   But Captain Samson having
in our opinion distressed the service he was employed on by quitting his station
and coming down to Bengal without orders, by which means the ship Hardwick
was rendered useless to the Company, we thought proper to dismiss her from
the service (untill we had further use for her) and protested against Captain
Samson for all ill consequences and losses that might accrue to our employers
from his proceeding in this manner, but finding shortly after that she would
be wanted for a September ship, and that the charge of unloading her salt-
petre would be very considerable, we thought proper to alter our resolution
on this occasion.
14.    Sometime in February we sent the Fanny snow to the Negraise and
directed Mr. Newton to embark on her and repair here with his garrison and
military stores leaving only a sarjeant and three or four men to take care of
the Company's timbers.   In consequence of those orders Mr. Newton arrived
here the beginning of May and landed thirty six European soldiers and some
military "stores which were given in charge to the Storekeeper.
15.    Mr. Alexander Scott having, in a letter of the 2nd April, represented
to us that as his salary as Deputy Master Attendant by the late regulation
feoijx home w$s less than what, he received when head pilot, though his. duty